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alive, and it came back to London resolved to call " that
man of blood, Charles Stewart", to account.

It is important to notice that the final measure, the
execution of the king, was the work of the Army, headed Execution
by Cromwell. Parliament would not agree to bring the ?/Sfc,rtai
king to trial till Cromwell sent down a file of musketeers
to the House and turned out the moderate Presbyterian
members. The court that tried Charles was made up
chiefly of Independents. The great mass of Englishmen
was opposed to his execution. Scotland, as we shall see,
was driven into war by it. The king's dignified behaviour
on the scaffold made many men think him a martyr.
But for the time the Army was supreme. There was
none left who could resist it.

CHAPTER 24
BRITAIN GOVERNED BY AN ARMY

So far from making things more simple, Charles I's
execution only led to more confusion. Many English- Rwuit Of
men thought the execution little better than a murder, Execution,
but Parliament and the Army had seemed to agree about
it, and for the moment nothing could be done against
them. Yet while in England the office of king was
abolished, and a Commonwealth set up in its place, both
Scotland and Ireland recognized the king's son as King
Charles II, and were ready to fight for him. Hence, for
the present, Parliament had to support the Army, in order
that it might subdue its enemies.

The turn of Ireland came first. Cromwell went over
with his red coats. The Irish troops held the town of
Drogheda against him. The town was stormed, and